Voda - Klic k Zivotu v Africe

Water - the key to life in Africa

V mlZném oparu v Viktoriinych
Viktoriiny vodopady * Victoria Falls vodopddd si jen toZko mohou

Factorn Catovaet turisté predstavit, Ze klicovym problémem
Zivota v Africe je voda.
Jeji nedostatek je zpisoben nejen velmi
nizkymi srazkami v pousStnich a
polopoustnich oblastech, ale predevsim
nedostatecnymi investicemi do
vodohospodarské infrastruktury.

Hygienicky nezavadnd voda proto neni v
Africe samozrejmosti, mnohde travi Zeny i
déti nékolik hodin denné dondsSenim vody
pro domdcnost. Lidé si musi vystait
S i s méné neZ deseti litry vody denng, tedy s
Viktoriiny vodopddy Victoria Falls || mnoZstvim, které odpovida "“Pﬁ!_d“d
Devils Cataract and Main Falls iednomu splachnuti na toaleté v CR.

In a hazy mist at the Victoria Falls tourists
can hardly imagine that the key problem of
life in Africa is water. Its scarcity is caused
not only by low rain falls in desert and
semi-desert areas but mainly by insufficient
Investments into water management
infrastructure.

Hygienically sanitary water is thus not a
commonplace in Africa. In many places,
women and children spend hours by
carrying water to their households. People
must get along with less than ten liters of

opocitali jsme si uZ, Ze by energie z Viktoriinych vodopadu stacila k zasobeni celé Afriky na water per day, in other words an amount
jih od rovniku elektrickym proudem, i kdyby v ni bylo podstatng vic primyslu neZ dnes a that equals to one flush at the toilet in the
kdyby si cht€la vEtSina lidi doma posvitit elekirickou Zarovkou a poslechnout radio.” (zech Republic.

Vodni hospoddrstvi se v Africe zamérilo na stavby vodnich ndadrZi, jen v obdobi 2. poloviny
20. stoleti jich bylo postaveno vice neZ 1000. NadrZe zabezpetuji vodu pro vyrobu
elektrické energie nebo pro zavlaZovani. Vodohospodarskd opatreni se také snaZi zmirnit
zakladni problém mimo rovnikové oblasti — nerovnomérnost odtoku vody.

Water management in Africa has focused on construction of water reservoirs. Since the
second half of the 20th century more than a thousand of them have been constructed in
Africa. Water reservoirs secure water for the production of electric energy or for
irrigation. Water management measures try to decrease the basic problem outside
Equatorial Africa — uneven outflow of water.

Hydrological regime of the Zambezi - Station Sananga (1950-2004)
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gigantické prehrady na Nilu a na Volté. Dodnes se ovSem diskutuje kromé prinosu takeé
fada environmentalnich disledku téchto staveb. S viditelnym vodohospodarskym
nokrokem Afriky, podporenym mnoha projekty na lokalni rovni, se ovSem problém
nedostatku vody nepodafilo vyFeSit. Stale totiZ roste pocet obyvatel a jejich potFeba
vody. Zarovei se projevuji klimatické trendy prevazné klesajiciho mnoZstvi srazek a
tedy i sniZovani mnozstvi vody v rekach.

Water potential of Zambezi River is used by Kariba and Cahora Bassa water dams
which were constructed in the 1950s to 1970s just like other gigantic on the Nile and
Volta rivers. Today, it is largely debated what the environmental consequences of these
facilities are. Despite a visible water management improvement in Africa, supported by
a lot of projects at the local level, problems with lack of water have not been solved.
Still, there is a growing number of people with growing demand for water. At the same

time, climate change brings rather decreasing rain falls and therefore a decrease of
water in rivers.




